1              THE SACRAMENT OF FIRST-FRUITS              85

goddess would be offended if venison met seal or whale or
walrus meat in the eater's stomach, so the Melanesians of
Florida, one of the Solomon Islands, believe that if a man
who has eaten pork or fish or shell-fish or the flesh of a
certain sort of cuscus were to enter a garden immediately
afterwards, the ghosts who preside over the garden and
cause the fruits to grow would be angry and the crop would
consequently suffer; but three or four days after partaking
of such victuals, when the food has quite left his stomach, he
may enter the garden without offence to the ghosts or injury
to the crop.1 In like manner the ancient Greeks, of whose
intellectual kinship with savages like the Esquimaux and the
Melanesians we have already met with many proofs, laid it
down as a rule that a man who had partaken of the black
ram offered to Pelops at Olympia might not enter into the
temple of Zeus, and that persons who had sacrificed to
Telephus at Pergamus might not go up to the temple of
Aesculapius until they had washed themselves,2 just as the
Esquimaux who have eaten venison must wash before they
may partake of seal or whale or walrus meat Again, at-
Lindus in Rhodes there was a sanctuary of some god or hero
unknown into which no one who had partaken of goat's flesh
or peas-pudding might enter for three days, and no one who
had eaten cheese might enter for one day.8 The prescribed
interval was probably calculated to allow the obnoxious food
to pass out of the body of the eater before he entered into
the presence of the deity, who for some reason or other
cherished an antipathy to these particular viands. At
Castabus in the Carian Chersonese there was a sanctuary of
Hemithea, which no one might approach who had either
eaten pork or touched a pig.4
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